
MISTAKES
AVOID COMMON

Photography



We’ve seen it all over 30 years.

We’ve seen the powerful photos that turn heads, 

the strong portraits that project leadership, and the 

emotional shots that build real connection.

In our first guide, we helped you understand the basics 

of great photography – technically and artistically.

Now it’s time to highlight  
what NOT to do.

Even without a deep background in photography, 

avoiding these common mistakes will help ensure your 

images are usable, compelling, and campaign-ready.

SHOOT SMART. 

KEEP IT NATUR AL. 

CAPTURE THE MESSAGE.

LET’S GET 
STARTED.



Mistake #1: 

DIGITAL ZOOM
D O N ’ T  D I G I TA L LY  ZO O M  I N

Using digital zoom reduces image quality and can  

result in pixelated, blurry photos.

	� I N ST E A D :  Zoom with your feet — physically  

move closer to your subject for better results.

D O N ’ T  S H O OT  I N TO  T H E  S U N

Direct sunlight can cause lens flare, overexposure,  

and heavy shadows.

	� I N ST E A D : 

	� Keep the sun behind you or shoot in open shade 
from trees or buildings.

	� Avoid making your subject squint into the sun.

	� Schedule shoots earlier or later in the day for  
softer light.

Bring outfit 

changes 

appropriate to 

the setting. A suit 

doesn’t belong in 

a cornfield, and 

workout gear 

doesn’t work in  

a boardroom.

PRO TIP

Mistake #2: 

AFTERNOON SUN



Mistake #3: 

FILTERS
Avoid shooting your subject 

from behind. Capture them 

from the front or slightly to 

the side to keep them as the 

clear focus.

PRO TIPD O N ’ T  U S E  F I LT E RS

Filters from popular photo editing apps or social media 

platforms can distort natural tones, colors, and shadows 

too much.

	� I N ST E A D :  Send unedited, natural photos.  

We can handle all necessary edits with your 

campaign’s goals in mind.

D O N ’ T  I G N O R E  T H E  BAC KG RO U N D

Distracting elements like poles, cars, signage, 

and cluttered environments can take the focus 

off your subject.

	� I N ST E A D :  Choose clean, simple 

backgrounds that help your subject stand 

out. Move around to find the best angle.

Mistake #4: 

BACKGROUNDS



Mistake #5: 

CROPPING
D O N ’ T  C RO P  TO O  T I G H T LY

Excessively tight crops remove valuable context  

and limit layout flexibility.

	� I N ST E A D :  Leave plenty of space around 

your subject. Known as “white space,” 

these open areas allow copy or other design 

elements to be layered over the photo 

without interfering with the subject.

Mistake #6: 

CAMERA SHAKE
D O N ’ T  L E T  CA M E R A  S H A KE  B LU R  YO U R  S H OT

Even small movements can soften or blur a photo.

	� I N ST E A D :  Use a tripod or rest your arms  

and camera on a stable surface to prevent  

camera shake.



Mistake #7: 

FLASH
D O N ’ T  R E LY  O N  F L A S H

On-camera flash often produces harsh, unnatural lighting.

	� I N ST E A D :  Turn off the flash and use soft,  

natural light. A great time is the hour before sunrise 

or the hour following sunset.

D O N ’ T  S H O OT  AT  E Y E  L E V E L  A L L  T H E  T I M E

Photos taken from a single perspective – especially  

eye level – can feel flat or uninspired. Shooting from 

slightly above or below your subject adds visual interest 

and variety.

	 �I N ST E A D :  Try kneeling, standing on a chair, or  

tilting your camera upward or downward to change  

the feel of the photo. It’s a simple way to add 

creativity without editing.

Mistake #8: 

SHOOTING FROM 
EYE LEVEL ONLY

Avoid stiff poses. Unless it’s 

a formal headshot, aim for 

relaxed, natural expressions 

and body language that 

shows personality.

PRO TIP

For leadership shots, 

shooting from a slightly 

lower angle can subtly 

convey strength and 

authority. For casual or 

relatable moments, eye level 

or slightly above works best.

PRO TIP



Quick Reference 

CHECKLIST
	� Don’t zoom digitally.
	� Move closer instead.

	� Don’t shoot in harsh sun. 
	� Find open shade or soft light.

	� Don’t let the background distract. 
	� Keep it clean and relevant.

	� Don’t crop too tight. 
	� Leave space for copy and flexibility  

in design.

	� Don’t let the camera move or shake while 
you take the photo. 

	� Use a tripod or brace yourself.

	� Don’t apply filters.
	� Send clean, unedited images.

	� Don’t use flash. 
	� Opt for natural light.

	� Don’t pose unnaturally.
	� Capture candid, authentic moments.

	� Don’t always shoot from eye level.
	� Try different angles to make your photos 

feel more dynamic and interesting. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact the Majority Strategies team 

at info@majoritystrategies.com.


